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{In late September, 1963—eight 
weeks before the assassination of 
PreSident Kennedy—Lee Harvey Os- 
wald telephoned the Soviet 2mbassy 
in Mexico City and tried to make a 
deal. 

In exchange for unspecified infoe- 
mation, he wanted a free trip to 
Russia. 

-This conversation was intercepted 
and recorded by the Centra! Intel- 
ligence Agency at the time. But it was 
not then turned over to the FBI, 
which has responsibility for investi- 
gating possible spies, and it was not 
later turned over to the Warren Com- 
mission during its investigation of the 
assassination. 

The unanswered question is whv 
not? 

The existence of the CIA telephone 
intercept of Oswald's conversation in 
Mexico City and the contents of the 
still-secret transcript have been veri- 
fied by The Washington Post. The 


Post has a!so verified that the CIA’ 


faiied to turn over the complete 


transcript to either the FBI or the 
Warren Commission. 

Instead. the CIA gave the FBI in 
October, 1963, only a brief report say- 
ing Oswald had made contact with 
the Russians. It gave the Warren 
Commission a transcript of the taped 
conversation but fer unexplained rea- 
sons failed to include in the transcript 
Oswald's offer of information and his 
suggestion that the Russians would 
want to pay his way to the Soviet 
Union. 

The Post has also determined that 
the CLA, for unexplained reasons, told 
the Warren Commission that it 
learned of most of Oswald’s activities 
in Mexico City only after the assas- 
sination. The fact is, however, that 
the CLA monitored and tape-recorded 
his conversation with both the Rus- 
sian and Cuban embassies in Mexico 
City in the fall of 1963, before Ken- 
nedy’s death. 

It was the CLA’s belief that the two 
embassies were heavily involved in 
the spy business and that, specifi- 
cally, they were operational bases for 
intelligence activities directed at the 
United States. 


So, with the ful! cooperation of the 
Mexican government, CIA wiretaps 
were installed on telephone lines go- 
ing into both embassies. 

The CIA was esvecially interested 
in U.S. citizens who made contact 
with the embassies.” 

Thus, when Oswald showed up in 
Mexico City in late September and 
telephoned the Russian embassy, his 
conversation was pitked up from the 
wiretap, A transcript was made and 
circulated in the CIA offices in the 
American embassy in Mexico City. 

The station chief at that time was 
the late pension Scott, whe per- 
sonally reViewed, all. transcripts ema- 
nating from wiretaps on Saviet bloc 
instalations. Se 

The Oswald transcript, according to 
a CIA translator’ who worked with 
Scott, aroused a lot of interest. 

“They usually picked up the trans- 
cripts the next day.” he said. “This 
they wanted right away.” 

What that transcript contained is 
a matter of some dispute, and the CLA 
says it routinely destreyed the tape 
before the assassination. But some 
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People who saw the transcript or 


tion recall that Oswald was trying to 
al. 


heard the tape before the assassina- . 


One of them is David 4. Phillips, a 
former CLA officer, who now heads 

€ Association of Retired Intelligence 

fficers and is 
of CIA activities, Phillips was ata- 
tioned in Mexico City at the time, 


would be interested in, and [ know 
you can pay my way” to Russia. 

The stenographer who typed up the 
transcript and the translator who pre- 
Dared it had similar recollections, 

“He said he had some information 
‘9 tell them.” the txpist said in an 
mterview in Mexico. “His main con. 
cern was getting to one of the two 
countries [Russia or and he 
wanted them to Pay for it. He said 
ne had to meet them.” 

The Warren Commission later con. 
ciuded the Russians and Cubans were 
not much impressed by Oswald. This 
view is supported by Sylvia Duran, 
@ Mexican citizen who worked in the 
Cuban embassy at the time of Os. 


ing in some detail. 

In a joint interview in Mexico City 
“itn this reporter and Post special 
-9Frespondent Marlise Simons, Duran 





ts to show me he was 
* of the Cuban 
\mong other things. he claimed to be 
member of the American Commu- 
ist Party, 
Duran said she informed Oswald 
tat in order to travel to Russia he 
ould have to obtain permission from 
'@ Soviets. Oswald went off and re. 
rned later in the day to 
qran that he had obtained the nec- 
<aUy permission, 
Ned the Soviet embass 






revolution, . 


Oswald “got Teally angry and red. 
He was gesticulating,” Duran said she 


consul who got into a shouting match 
with Oswald and told him to get out. 
Duran saiq she never saw him again. 

However, Duran’s story covered only 
the first day of Oswald's five-day 
stay in Mexico City. Oswaid later re. 
ferred in a letter to “meetings” he 
had in the Soviet Embassy. ; 

How interested the CIA was in 
Oswald’s dealings with the two em- 
bassies is ; 

The translator and typist who han- 
dled the transcript of the intercepted 


The agency f 
1963. to notify the FBI of Oswald's 
activities. Ang j 
made no mention of Oswald's offer 
of information 20 exchange tor a free 


ia. “On Oc. 
the teletype message 
Said, “a reliable and sensitive source 
in Mexico reported that an American 
male, who identigieg himself as Lee 
Oswald, contacted the Soviet Embassy 
in Mexico City inquiring whether 
the embassy had received any news 
Concerning a telecram which had been 
sent to Washington.” 


Mexico. 


Even after Kennedy's asSaSsination, 
the CIA failed to turn over to the 


The significance of the CIA actions 
is difficult to assess. The FBI in the 


fall of 1963 was already showing in- 
= ‘ a ee eee 


. termittent interest in 
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Oswald and 
might or might not have intensified 
that interest if it had been told cf 
Oswald’s conversations. 

Whether the new information would 
have affected the Warren Commis- 
Sion’s deliberations is aiso an open 


Oswald acted on 

behalf of a foreign. Dower. = 
Nevertheless. there is yet no ex. 

Planation for the CLA’s handling of 


Oswald’s Conversations. The CIA to- , 


day refuses to comment, 


When asked if they could explain 
actions. some 


time in Viexica 


that it 
he-CIA Ags de- 


sought to conceal, : 
nied this: . 

David W.- Belin, who Was an as 
sistant counsel to the Warren Com. 
mission and later executive director 
of the Rocke?eller cOmmission’s probe 
of the CIA. said that if the Warren 
Commission had known of Oswald's 
conversations and other new infor- 
mation, it would have been less sure 
that the assassination was not part 
of a foreign conspiracy, 





Ssin 
that investigation would have 
taken on an “entirely ditferent qj. 
rection and Perspective” if the com- 
mittee had een aware of Oswald's 
conversations, 

In interviews with The Post. Belin, 
who documented the CIA plots against 


At the time, Cuban: agents coordi. | 


ted their more important activities 


_ full disclosure of its 


CTA of.” 
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with agents of the KGB. the Soviet 
intelligence Service. 

Belin called on the CHA to make 

Knowledge of 
Oswald and his contacts with the 
Cubans and Russians. 

Belin. a staunch defender cf the 
Warren Commission's conclusion that 
Oswald was the lone assassin who 
killed Kennedy, Said he recognizes 
the CIA’s concern about disclosing 
Secret sources and intelligence tech- 
niques. But he said a 
tional interest would be 
disclosing the truth. 

ACTA Spokesman specifically de. 
nied that the agency has a report of 
2 meeting between Oswald and Cuban 
agents. “The ageney is aware of only 
oné such specific allegation. and that 
was: debunked,” the spokesman said. 


